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Hlai languages 


The Hlai languages (Chinese: pinyin : Li yLi) are a primary 

branch of the Kra-Dai language family spoken in the mountains of 
central and south-central Hainan in China, not to be confused with 
the colloquial name for the Leizhou branch of Min Chinese 
(Chinese: IjliS; pinyin : Li hud). They include Cun, whose speakers 
are ethnically distinct.® A quarter of Hlai speakers are 
monolingual. None of the Hlai languages had a writing system until 
the 1950s, when the Latin script was adopted for Ha. 
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Classification 


Norquest (2007) classifies the Hlai languages as follows.® Individual languages are highlighted in bold. 
There are some 750,000 Hlai speakers. 

■ Proto-Hlai 

■ Bouhin (Heitu H±) - 73,000 

■ Greater Hlai 

■ Ha Em Pp (Zhongsha - 193,000, the basis of the literary language 

■ Central Hlai 

■ East Central Hlai - 344,000 

■ Lauhut (Baoding - 166,000 

■ Qi also known as Gei - 178,000 















■ Tongzha (Tongshi jiff) - 125,000 

■ Zandui (Qiandui Hjtf) - 29,000 

■ Baoting - 24,000 
■ North Central Hlai - 136,500 

■ Northwest Central Hlai - 62,500 

■ Cun (Ngan Fon, Gelong - 60,000 

■ Nadou (Dongfang &7!j) - 2,500 

■ Northeast Central Hlai - 74,000 

■ Meifu (Moifau) - 30,000 

■ Changjiang H)I 

■ Moyfaw (Xifang H^T) 

■ Run ( Zwn ) also known as Bendi - 44,000 

- Baisha - 36,000 

■ Yuanmen 7Cp] - 8,000 

The Fuma JfT I^ dialect is spoken in one village north of Changcheng b , Hainan. It had about 800 
speakers in 1994.'^ 

Jiamao JPBc (52,000) is an aberrant Kra-Dai language with a Hlai superstratum and a non-Hlai substratum. 

Reconstruction 

The Proto-Hlai language is the reconstructed ancestor of the Hlai languages. Proto-Hlai reconstructions 
include those of Matisoff (1988), Thurgood (1991), Ostapirat (2004), and Norquest (2007). 

Phonology 

The following displays the phonological features of the modern Hlai dialects^ 7 ^: 
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■ [y] can occur as an allophone of Igl. 

■ [1], [f] mainly occur word-initially among various dialects. [1] may also be realized as [tl], 

■ [x], [y] mainly occur among the Xifang dialects. 

■ Its/, /ts h /, Izl are pronounced as alveolo-palatal sounds [te], [tc h ], [is], among other various 
dialects. 

■ Irl can have allophones as [r, dr]. 


Vowels 



Front 

Central 

Back 

High 

i 


LU u 

Mid 

e 

a 

0 

£ 

a 

Low 


a 



■ Among other Hlai dialects, /a, i, e, 0 / can have allophones of [e, 1 , £, d]. 

■ Vowel sounds IeI and IdI are common among the Baisha and Jiamao dialects. 

■ hi occurs among some dialects. 

History 

Liang & Zhang (1996:18-21)^^ consider the original homeland of the Hlai languages to be the Leizhou 
Peninsula, and estimate that the Hlai had migrated across the Hainan Strait into Hainan island about 4,000 
years before present 






See also 


■ List of Proto-Hlai reconstructions (Wiktionary) 

■ Has Hlai grammar 

■ Li people 


Notes 


1. Hlai (https://www.ethnologue.com/18/language/lic/) at Ethnologue (18th ed., 2015) 

Cun (https://www.ethnologue.com/18/language/cuq/) at Ethnologue (18th ed., 2015) 

2. Hammarstrom, Harald; Forkel, Robert; Haspelmath, Martin, eds. (2017). "Nuclear Hlaic" (http:// 
glottolog.org/resource/languoid/id/nucll241). Glottolog 3.0. Jena, Germany: Max Planck 
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■ Bible recordings in various Hlai languages (http://globalrecordings.net/language/10649) 

■ ABVD: Proto-Hlai word list (https://web.archive.Org/web/20150114122049/http://language.psy. 
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